Recommended Books on History of India
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Basic references:
Majumdar, RC, Raychaudhuri, H.C., and.Datta, K. (editors) An Advanced History of India, 3"

edition, Macmillan and Co., 1967

Comprehensive:
Jackson, AV Williams, (Editor) History of India, The Grollier Press, London, 1906 (Nine Volumes,
encyclopedic)

Majumdar, R.C. (general editor) The History And Culture of the Indian People; Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan, Bombay, 5™ edition, 1988 (Eleven Volumes, encyclopedic)

Sastri, Nilakanta, A History of South India, 4" ed., The Oxford University Press, Madras, 1975

Hinduism:

Encyclopedias:

Lochtefeld, James G., The lllustrated Encyclopedia of Hinduism (Two Volumes) (2002) The
Rosen Publishing Group, Inc. New York, USA (Hard Back)

Audio-Videos:
Muesse, Mark W., Great World Religions: Hinduism, 2" Edition (2003), The Teaching Company,
Chantilly, VA, USA (Audio Cds or DVDs) (I liked the audio Cds better, since the DVDs did not

have any additional material such as slides to add to the audio.)

Basic References:

Besant, Annie and Das, Bhagavan, Sanatana Dharma: An Elementary Textbook of Hindu
Religion and Ethics (1903; Reprinted in 2002) The Theosophical Publishing House (Adayar,
Chennai, India and Wheaton, IL, USA) (An Advanced Text Book is also available)

Vivekananda, Swami, What Religion is: in the words of Swami Vivekananda (edited by: Swami
Vidyatmananda) (1972; 1992) Advaita Ashrama, Calcutta, India (Paper Back)

Huyler, Stephen P., Meeting God: Elements of Hindu Devotion, (1999) Yale University Press
(paper back available)

Johnsen, Linda, The Complete Idiot’'s Guide to Hinduism, (2002) Alpha (A Penguin Group)
(Paper Back)

Tejomayananda, Swami, Hindu Culture: An Introduction, (1993) Chinmaya Publications (Paper
Back)

Pandit, Bansi, The Hindu Mind: Fundamentals of Hindu Religion and Philosophy for All Ages,
(1990; 1996) B & V Enterprises, Glen Ellyn, IL, USA (Paper Back)

Sharma, Arvind, Hinduism for Our Times, (1996; 2002) Oxford University Press (Paper Back)

Sharma, Arvind, Classical Hindu Thought: An Introduction, (2000) Oxford University Press (Hard
Back)



Frawley, David (Vamadeva Sastri), Hinduism: The Eternal Tradition (Sanatana Dharma)
(1995;2003) Voice of India, New Delhi, India. (Paper Back)

Selected Other References:

Panikar, Raimundo, The Vedic Experience, Mantra Manjari, An Anthology of the Vedas for
Modern Man and Contemporary Celebration (1977; 1997) Motilal Banarasidass (Hard Back)

Huyler, Stephen P., Village India, (1985) Harry N. Abrams, Inc. New York, USA (Hard Back)

Crawford, Cromwell S., Hindu Bioethics for the Twenty-first Century, (2003) State University of
New York Press (Hard Back and Paper Back)

Williams, Raymond B. A New Face of Hindiusm: The Swaminarayan Religion (1984) Cambridge
University Press (Paper Back)

Singh, Karan, Vedanta (1996) Roopa and Company, New Delhi, India.

References, Non-Hindu:

Kushner, Harold S., Living a Life That Matters (2001) Alfred A. Knopf (Hard Back and Paper
Back)

---When Bad Things Happen to Good People
---When Children Ask about God

---When All You Ever Wanted Isn’t Enough
---Who Needs God

---How Good Do We Have to Be?

H. H. Dalai Lama, Advice on Dying And Living a Better Life (Translated by Jeffrey Hopkins, Ph.
D.) (2002) Atria Books (Hard Back)
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General References:
Allan, J., Haig, Sir T.W., Dodwell, H.H. (editors) The Cambridge Shorter History of India,
Macmillan and Co. 1934

Basham, A.L., The Wonder That Was India, Grove Press, Inc. New York, 1959

Bhattacharya, S., A Dictionary of Indian History, George Braziller, New York, 1967



Smith, Vincent A., The Oxford History of India, 4™ edition (edited by Percival Spear), The Oxford
University Press, New York, 1981

Spear, Percival, India, A Modern History; The University of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor, 1961

Sridhar, S.N., and Mattoo N.K., (editors) Ananya, A Protrait of India, The Association of Indians in
America (AlA), 1997

Atlases:
Muthiah, S. (Editor-in-Chief) A Social and Economic History of India, Oxford University Press,
New Delhi, 1987

Schwartzberg, Joseph E., (Editor) A Historical Atlas of South Asia, Oxford University Press, New
York, 1992 (Encyclopedic)

Special References:
Koller, John M., The Indian Way (in the series, Asian Perspectives, General Editor, Charles Wei-
hsun Fu), Macmillan Publishing Co., New York, 1982

Nehru, Jawaharlal, The Discovery of India, Asia Publishing House, 1961

Rangarajan, L.N., (editor and translator) Kautilya’s The Arthashastra, The Penguin Books India,
1992

Sarkar HB, Some contributions of India to the ancient civilization of Indonesia and Malaysia,
Punthi Pustak, Calcutta, 1970

Savarkar, Veer Vinayak, Six Glorious Epochs Of Indian History, Veer Savarkar Prakashan,
Bombay, 2" edition, 1985

Travelogues and writings about India:
Beal Samuel, Chinese Accounts of India, translated from the Chinese of Hiuen Tsiang, (2-Vol.),
Susil Gupta Ltd., Calcutta, 1958

McCrindle, JW., Ancient India as described in Classical Literature,(1901) Oriental Books, New
Delhi, 1979

Ancient Indian Works and their adaptations:
Dash VB and Junius MM, A Handbook of Ayurveda

Ray PR and Gupta HN, Charaka Samhita, A Scientific Synopsis, Indian National Science
Academy, New Delhi, 2" edition, 1980

The Diaspora—in India:
Slapak Orpa, The Jews of India, The Israel Museum, Jerusalem, 1995

Edwin Bryant's important

book _The Quest for the Origins of Vedic Culture : The Indo-Aryan Migration
Debate_is available in a relatively cheap Indian edition with OUP India
(ISBN 0 19 56 5361 0, Rs. 595/-).



